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Susan A. Hutcheson 
Philip Morris Research Center 
P. O. Box 26583 
Richmond, Virginia 23261 


Re: U. S. Patent No. 4,220,781,/ entitled 

2-ALKYL NICOTINOIETS"ANErVPSOCESSES FOR 
THEIR PRODUCTION filed December 21, 1978, 
of Edward B. Sanders et al and issued 
September 2, 1980 

Our Reference: D&0-77-8/I_ 


Dear Susan: 


Examiner Rich Schwartz called today concerning the 
certificate of correction which we requested be issued in 
connection with U. S. Patent No. 4,220,781. Briefly, the 
Examiner questioned the propriety of the changes requested 
in Examples 10 and 11 of the patent and the propriety of 
correcting the "alive" and "dead" values for the third repli¬ 
cate of 2,6-dimethyl nicotine shown in Table I of the patent 
specification. 


We were able to correct the Examiner's confusion 
regarding the changes in Examples 10 and 11. However, it is 
not clear that the Examiner changed his position regarding the 
editorial error in the data of Table I. The Examiner's objec¬ 
tion to the latter correction is based on a very restrictive 
view of Section 132 "new matter", a view which we believe to 
be clearly erroneous. An attempt was made to "enlighten" the 
Examiner by reference to appropriate case law but his "stubborn¬ 
ness" may prevail. Because the error at issue has little sig¬ 
nificance, no further action is recommended even though the 
correction may not be allowed by the Patent Office. 


Please call if you have any questions or comments 
concerning the foregoing. 

Very truly yours, 

DEPAOLI & O'BRIEN 

Craig ET Larson 
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